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1. | ~~^\ Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



2. Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such 
an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically: 



3. | I Claims Nos.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a) 
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searchable claims. 

2. I 1 As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite 
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3. |x I As onl y some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report 
covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 

Group 1 : 1-17, 22-47, 50-55 
Group IV: 56-94 

4 I H No required additional search fees were. timely paid by the applicant Consequently, this international search report is 
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 
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Supplemental Box 

(To be used when the space in any of Boxes I to Vm is not sufficient) > 

Continuation of Box No: III 

The international application does not comply with the requirements of unity of invention because it does not relate to 
one invention or to a group of inventions so linked as to form a single general inventive concept. In coming to this 
conclusion the International Searching Authority has found that there are different inventions as follows: 

1. Claims 1-1 7, 22-47 and 50-55 are directed to a process of manufacturing a packaging material and a packaging 
material whereby pressure is applied to join a tie layer of molten poly olefin and a water-absorbent layer. It is 
considered that "applying pressure and molten polyolefin" comprises a first "special technical feature". 

2. Claims 1 8-21 and 48 are directed to a process of manufacturing a packaging material and a packaging material 
whereby a layer of liquid water-and water vapour-impermeable and a water absorbent layer are joined together 
by applying an adhesive comprising an alpha cyanoacrylate or a liquid epoxy and amine. It is considered that 
"applying an adhesive comprising an alpha cyanoacrylate or a liquid epoxy and amine"comprises a second 
special technical feature. 

3. Claims 49 is directed to a packaging material whereby a layer of liquid water-and water vapour-impermeable 
and a water absorbent layer are joined together using water-absorbent layer comprising cellulose fibres with 
certain specifications. It is considered that "the water-absorbent layer comprising cellulose fibres with certain 
specifications" comprises a third technical feature. 

4. Claims 56 to 94 are directed to a system and method of controlling an oxygen concentration of an enclosed 
atmosphere containing respiring produce. It is considered that "oxygen concentration control" comprises a 
fourth special technical feature. 

Since the abovementioned groups 1, 2, 3 and group 4 do not share any of the technical features identified, a "technical 
relationship" between the inventions, as defined in PCT rule 13.2 does not exist. Accordingly the international 
application does not relate to one invention or to a single inventive concept, a priori. 

The group 1, group 2 and group 3 are not so linked as to form a single general inventive concept, that is, they do not 
have any common inventive features, which define a contribution over the prior art. The common concept linking 
together these groups of claims is the process of joining a layer of liquid water-and water vapour-impermeable and a 
■water absorbent lay erHowever this concept is not novel in the light of: 

US 5167652 A (MUELLER) 01 December 1992, see column 1, lines 55-62; 

WO 94/03329 Al (COMMONWEALTH SCIENTIFIC AND INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH ORGANISATION) 17 
February 1994, see page 4, line 14; 
EP 0443402 Bl (KURARAY CO., Ltd) 15 July 1997, see column 4, lines 46-50; 
EP 0356161 Bl (MITSUI TOATSU CHEMICALS INC.) 22 March 1995, see page 5, lines 23-27. 

Therefore these claims lack unity a posteriori. 
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